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His mother's criticism had literally and concretely poisoned
the boy's mind against her; in unconscious phantasy, had poisoned
the grandmother herself inside him; the urge to throw her out
arose primarily from the feeling that she was now inside him, a
completely ruined and destroyed object; and he must vomit her
up in self-preservation. To throw her out of the window, thus,
stood for throwing her out of his own body.
To illustrate the metaphorical significance of the hypo-
chondriacal symptoms: one recurrent trouble is a blurred vision,
having no basis in physical reality. The boy feels that he sees
everything crooked. He says he wants never to have to wear
spectacles, but goes on: "Both Daddy and Mummy wear them";
that is to say: "I don't want to be like my parents who 'cannot see
straight5". The external preconscious reference is to their
sexual morality, to their having given him full sexual knowledge
far too early in his education, with all the intense emotional
strain which this brought to him. The unconscious meaning of
the metaphor is: "My parents inside me are in a terrible sexual
intercourse, in which each destroys the other's genitals"; and
ultimately: "I cannot bear them to be in sexual intercourse
without wanting to make them hurt and destroy each other.
Their intercourse is destructive because it stirs up destructive
feelings in me. I don't want them to have intercourse." But we
were only able to reach the fall meaning of the (Edipus conflict,
from the hypochondriacal eye symptom, through the first step
of reconstructing the metaphor: "My parents cannot see straight".
As with, schizophrenics in general, in this patient words have a
far greater conscious significance as things in themselves than with
neurotic patients. Words are indeed felt to be far more real than
actions. And their affective value cannot be over-rated. With this
boy, it is the metaphor in its verbal form which is the vehicle of
affect.
Early in the analysis, the boy had wished to tell me certain
criticisms of a girl of whom he had been extremely fond, but who
had become entirely spoilt in his mind, not by anything which he
had seen of her, but by his being told by another boy of sexual
things which he, in turn, had been told that she had done. My
patient was, however, completely unable to mention her name
to me or to speak of her. He had to ask his father to tell me what
he wanted me to know, since his father already knew it; and even
then he could only speak of it to me when I myself first used her